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FOREWORD 


This project report is part of an independent study of selected 
exemplary programs for the education of disadvantaged children 
completed by the American Institutes for Research in the 

Behavioral Sciences, Palo Alto, Calif., under contract with the 


U.S. Office of Education. 


The researchers report this project significantly improved the 
educational attainment of the disadvantaged children involved. 
Other conmunities, in reviewing the educational needs of the 
disadvantaged youngsters they serve, may wish to use this 
project as a model - adapting it to their specific requirements 


and resources. 


Bureau of Elementary and Secondary 
Education 
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The children were at preschool through third-grade levels, attending 
the Malabar Street School in East Los Angeles.‘ This ‘schdol “ts sftuated 
in a low socio-economic area, characterized by families with Spanish 
surnames; 90% -of ' ‘the: ‘chitdten who’ attended ‘the “sdHool are’ of Mexfean Ol 7” 
descent. Famt ly’ ' wage é4rners - have" Such’! jobs ds vruck’ driving, ‘factory: dr?! 2 
clerical work’, ‘and-séelling, véry ‘few: “bedng’ skilled ‘or’ professional’ vorkerd Sti 
The school fins an enrollment of abowit: 1350; nd experience’ quite’ 4 High “"Y-< 
level of pupil and teacher turnover during the period of the program. 
Educaticnal attainment of the pupils in the school was extremely ‘Edw ‘at 
the start of the program. 
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During thé ‘£964~65 ‘Shook yéar § thie program Segad ' asa pilot projectif (1 
Although major difficulties were expéicided during ‘Subgeqtidnt year s!, "9 t 6 +! ths 
successive waves of children were introduced into the project until in 
1969 all ‘childrén “thrdughl the*ciited - ‘grade were Ficlided?in thé’ seatestiics |“ 
while thése 4itigrades: four ithtougt stk werd also Beingaiifluericded by tHe 297 *s+tb 
program as their teachers watched what was happenisig in ‘the Lower “prades:/ ft 


The evaluator ‘of “tits ‘program is! restrivted 266 Eli 6! Waves of ‘chiFd fén 
whose per formaride ‘was medsured- by thé “Stan fdrd Rea@iie Téét > ithe Califor ra: bi. 
Reading “test? thd ‘Piutney-Cumringlam Intel ligerie ' Bese, “the bpapditc:: Sétioe FIC! ety 
Primary “Intelligéticé ‘Tédt! -vand ‘the Sight Voéabular¥ peat baspeidende ‘of Pétiellot oi 
success of the program is to be found in the improved national status vf 
successive waves of pupils on these tests. 
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B. Co-Directors 


The principal of the Malabar Street School and the executive director 
of the Youth Opportunities, Foundation,,,a Mexican-Americaninstitution, are 
both co-directors of the program.19, The: principal has) done 2 years doctoral 
study, and holds a Master's degree in administration. The 
other co-director was a professional engineer who also worked 
as chief executive of the Foundation. noitoube chi 


Both co-directurs were xesponsible for, securing community, particdpation 
and support ,jand worked with -the-director,.in the, design and implementation,» rou 


of the project. Together, with the statistician, andthe proj ect, diventoryss-sirau 


the co-directors formed a planning and supervising team. 
gh diis .eisevel obsra-bal dd. “lesen AOUMIVONG Feo arow mstbaldo aT 
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Two professors; of, education at, one.of, the State, colleges, in jthe areas, ij 
were responsible. ifox, much jof, the, evaluation, and.all of the statistical © 3.552b 
analysis, conneqted with the program... One sexved ,the, first jyean.ef the, fs5tyain 
study and, jthe other, for, the, .two, gucceeding years. 35 daonfloins as 28d foorae sit 
MBTQOTY 603 Jo bolsesq eda xirkieb reveryud svedoset Sag Ligigq to Isvol 
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§ Almost all the teachers held full credéntials. One-tenth were Mexican- 
4 Amer icate,s jE 1.969 iabout, half had, Less, than, 3 wears teaching ercpentences: sc 
4 while a few Aad.as many, agi, 10 SAAS, Ceppilences siow asistuytitib tofsm dguvodtls 
; qi [ijau tostorq of3 o3at beosubortak oxew assbiido to esvew avieesoous 
Al Lowenesxegulay feaghers,in the,scheol, rand wers pald.eut ef local ris cet 
: district .fundg, » They, thaught theix fusuaL,classes but in wacenyentional, ways 5 i isdw 
4 as provided fer bythe BresraMms ao yqsd asw jaw Dedoisw eradose3 ziedd ss ms1ig01g 


q Meher pensonned whe -became pinvolved dn ithe develepment.pf, the aregramT 
a included, nenprofessional school staffs parents, vand, thes wvelunteers,.and og seodw 
3 visitorg po zassigted the chikdren, to develop, language and reading SkiLs onibsoi 
by talking with .themsand sreading with them.at every, avablahle eppantuaiay e+ smitd 
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Methodology: General 


The program was based on the assumption that Mexican-American children, ver94 
should be helped in school to search for structure in what they are trying —_ 
7 to learn. It was assumed that the children would vecone pgapabke .of jsebf— a 
F regulating learning behavior only when they had learned to organize their 
f Seognitive, field. The.searchifor structure, mas.te axecead in sthe development 
; of both .xeading.and oral, language skibis. ..<Ehe AknGe saERtoAchet ANE satheds. of3 
to be used. were, davelonnd ayer a pesind.of vears.oin the, programe Tb@itqeout eth 
resulting q@iiags room jLeaming has been chanaccaniaed 2s xi gorgus.. individualized, 


self-actualizing, exploratory, and particularly Gestalt-oriented. .aoijsoubs ni 


; rAmader 961,268); has summarized five majan aspactis af-the dastructionaloy 

‘9 program in jtabularn Eoumat (BEF Pasess dd and toninnsie Bablecks typical -weltings i, 
activities are shown for each develovtegather mith anbielpated chaages iin oni lsab 
self-concept which should accompany the activities. The reading series on 
which the table is based is the Ginn Basic Readers. 
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TABLE 1 
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in the Malabar Reading Program } ; 
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I can write more and more every 
day without askirg any adult 

how to do it. Other words are 


in my own private word box. 
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words, I am particularly .bsev sd v3 
interested in the special words 
that are in my word box that I 4 
have chosen. 4 


I can also sound out a great 
many words that I do not know, 
or that are not in my word box. 


I can write real stories now. 
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In the Malabar program, the, typical classroom contained three broad 
modes of instruction called stations. Roughly" one-third of the students 
in the class were in each station at any given time. In Station I, the 
teacher ‘divided !Hér time to work individtially"with-edeh of the childreéiV4.! 
who were seated together around one table. In Station II, the children 
worked: individually on:assigned works. Théy were encouragéd| to talk withb {iss 
and help! onevahother: “Im Station IE1,-children: were» freeito choose thesibsor 
oo matetlals they wished: to:work on. The. choices ‘intludéd books fro theiad—o1i4 


.-Libtary,;.intelleetual games and many individualized, self-instructional 
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Project staff developed some special materials to aid the reading 
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to know them, so that we car work together for what is best {for the children. 
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-Six--methers - showed--up- on—the-appointed day... __ 


",..Of the six mothers, four said | cha€ ‘enepbesdid SHebg. OTHE S6nes *SO102) 
who could not had small children at home. 


"we now had one motLer coming in every morning for one hour to 
help with the morning reading class. The afternoon reading class had 
five or six mothers coming in at least once during the week. On some 
days, we had one mother; on other days, twos; and, occasionally, three. 
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"I found it helpful to keep the schedule of days and parents' names 
on the chalkboard. This gave the work impottance and also helped to 
remind the mothers of their days... It also. reminded the: childven to 
reminc their mothers. They: were very.. good: at: thiss:93 i: 


"When the mothers first started helping in thé’¥oom, I could see that : 
they felt a little ill at ease and out of place. They would come in 
hesitantly and, when a child finished reading for them, they were timid 
about calling another child to then. Soon, however, they were deeply 
engrossed in their work. They seemed to have developed a dignity and 

; a sureness. ‘that: what they did was needad and impcrtant. ; 
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"The mothers made every effort 8 Contd Hes PIES harddtips. Thee howto : 
busy they were with home and family. Sonia “6 en had to get baby sitters ; 
for younger child: ren po that they could “cone. _Almost invariably, if they . 
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cous not, come in, tl Py Oye eet now bY eeuipe aninodt - 
" 13 
In some cases, mothers, used theix new found skills to help their ow 4 
younger! th# C tet ice. Marques YTS Re BH tie! hetpelt Yi young son,a!omiti 
first. Bader, improve, his reading. She had Soff th Fetnaid method of a 
‘racing words to. teach him. The boy had been hay: ig a preat deal of 
trouble learning to read. One of our, mothers. read Spanish as well as ~ 
English. , She was, very careful to trans ite HSE" GR! EEnP Spanish BB Riding tt 
children.’ e chitdren enjoyed listening "to fey read and, I know she 
eton, ares YTB UG 
enioyed, rea ding, fo, them. atomixrg bas 
"Or o'Back>-to» Sichddl Night,' the participating! paentiét helped explain 
to the others in Spanish, if it were necessary, about the program. The 
otherparents)wevbhwery interested do meets ithe: toxthens! whd workesdmeithbnos92 
their childrem:and- iid knew them. vomsg 2oinoda doLod 
bsqolsveb-tosftot4y elood Isugnifia 


"The parents who helped know us and the school mich better. They feel 
at home in school now. As Mrs. Sanchez remarked to me one day, ‘I'm not 


afraid of school now!’ We know the parents better. We not only know each 
other but like and trust one another. 


"I know that the parents who met with our participating parents and 
talked with them have a better feeling toward the school. Several 
mentioned with regret that they have not been able to help." 
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B. Table 6 shows examples of materials used in the program. 
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ee TABLE 6 - ; ae ; 
rhs foi 3 ? ei pet 2 8 tS +a sae 
eas of Self+Teaching Materials Used ters 
at Different Ability. Levels in the § 6 3 i,.: eae et 
.+,.,. 1, Malabar Reading Program . 
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Levels ois . . Materials... © 6% yo: asdwSourte: ooo y. 
Preschool and Shape Sorting Box Creative Playthings 
‘Kindergarten. | Writing frame .'- : Peet . °° Peachercreated ' 
woe. 3 < "The-"Ing! Book. \- ee ee eid piaipainaas aan 
ee Yee? - ee et Fees . ay a : 5 foe t ra r ‘ a \ 
Pre-Primer #1 Phonics workbooks ee ee ae 
Difference Puzzles Creative Playthings 
Magic cards Remeanance & vowels) Gel-sten . 
wk ae ab J “i 
Pre-Primer #2 “Wood lower= and: uuppér-case detters ‘creative Play aythings 
y Aataa a! SW { few, ¢ ee) 
Alphabet envelopes leacher—created 
Phonics Puzzles Project-created 
Pre-Priner: #3 _... Magic cards., Romana siarte pros: EGBEEO ee it 
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Supplementary pre-primers : 


and primers nidwidiiad bis ays? 
eisiqxe boglod Thess!) Bookingisisisq ads ‘angi LProject+developed"” 
gtT  .msznoxq ods tueds ,yrseesnon otaw 3% VE ,delasqe nt 2zasdie ods of 
Second! Reader!iow dot toi si of reader vocabulary) i s5i vfeachenedeneloped: sso 
Dolch phonics games mont «ond Gbl4stemerhlids 1 rads 
5 Bilingual books Project-developed 
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C. The three broad modes of instruction employed: in the’ prograit are: =51gir1g 
illustrated: by examples below. (ad. :pted: from. Amsden; 1968)e 60 5. vilseioisies 
tee GS* Py BG5e Bile Ge BE iy ere oie tay latih ef weve Fo 
In! Station. I, each child worked individually’ with: the teacher as. to (6 ©) 
part. of. a.group seated. around. a: large table. Each: child in the room had?+22" 1 
to receive his full;share of. time-at;Station’1, as: part of the- learning »). 1° 8° 
group, with idirect: teacher: supervision and guidance of. kis work. sHeswase oo foc 
a member of a group; each member was working on his own book or story,).:1% 37 
pursuing knowledge intensively. 
toe Shea? Pe ae Ghee 2 thee nae ee jv @ Shot * glass 
' In: Station’ TT tee he DPB can . 
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En: 208’ ii, the Children workec individualiy: on assigned: tasks... 6°,:°< 
Typical: Station II activities: were: checking back through. their phonicé: o:.":- 
F 1oks to review old: material; : practicing handwriting; workingion’spellingé 211‘ 
dists (only if they had completed phonics program) 3 filing? werds;. checkdtg |- =! 
on mastery of old words; illustrating stories; copying stories; making a 
cover book: for' stories;..or: continuing writing: stories: started. at Station I 
({£the teacher. judged: thé: child to’ be ready for.independent-workiofsthisi 1.8: 
type)e. ek RN. ke hee op Bad ft aa as ke A Ue 
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The: children's work at Station. II-was spot~cherked- only. >.: The children: ::.! 
had to understand’ why their assigned' work was>important: and why the teachers: 12 
could do.no: more than: spot—check their: work..ih +: “He te eG? Sefqare Lenteate 
Me t2org oft 
The child was not to think he was doing the work for the teacher but 

rather to; reinforce his.own: learning,” i.e.y,.working for himself. ; Exchanging 
ideas: and? tutoring, ',were encouraged jn;this station,. buti children; had to; Pree 
-aderstand: the. difference between helping,.each, other with; "rough: spots! fo inact 
and having someone.else: do. theit: works.) 5) :0-cisce.% ans be) desP sonmel fina at 
Not WIS etiea oo! finde oft, ivt get toed ore? een of AELD tunait tang ¢ 

In Station III, a change of pace was provided. The children night 
renjoy ‘library: books; for ifree reading or,browsing; use intellectual . 2... 


games: (e.gs.,: "Anagraus,''..'Spil1 and Spell");: or; experiment with.a:variety.-. 
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A. Measures of Achievement 
a, eee a ee eed s.r ea RS Gatle Mp OP Ags Sul) 

The. Stanford, Reading Test. (in its alternate. forms), was; the princdpal,., ..:; 
measure of achievement... It: should be noted: that, this test. wag,-used. to, <¢; 1 321% 
meet, State.requirements;.,its,suitability.cemains.in doubt,; since its "floor", 4. 
is a grade equivalent of 1.6, above the reach of many first; grade: Pupils, 5 41, 


and its norming sample was above average (mean IQ about 106). 


The comparison group for the evaluation was provided by the pupils 
tested in 1966. These pupils were in the Malabar School right at the 
start of the program, and little or no treatment was provided for them up 
to the time of testing. Their teachers were gradually trained to operate 
the program. As cach new wave of children moved up through the grades, 
it was taught by teachers who were introduced to the progran, or in a 
few classes by teachers who had been in the program before. By 1969, che 
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program was. diffused; throughout. the;school,,to. all gradesdevels;: although” .7) 
officially it operated: only: up. to:-fourth:.grade.:.: The exact: identification i 
of waves is difficult due to the practice in Los Angeles schools (up to 
1969) of admit#ing.and. promoting! pupils:.twice:a year... Moreover since: the 
classes',did.not all receivé the.same-amount,: of. treatment,’ numerousu analyses? ~- ° 
carried out, bys the'program: staff, havei tomparedsvarious groupings .ciTables7s7 «. 
below summarizes'the most: important: findings: based: on: the: Stanford: Reading; .~", 
Test Primarycl., 20 xed io cit ow atvew eeu voli feo tquowg GB To wsdatew 8 
eqatvianaiit syboivond aiuite: 1G 
Table 7? shows that reading grade equivalents in the Malabar School 
significantdyiimproved following! introduction. of: thei program.,! ! The: favorable 
trend showno.in the table was also supported by: results: of’ testingo withe the: .y. 
i. '~ary, Ti formofe the: Stanford; Reading. Test: and thesCalifornia Achievements «| 
Test (FotmW),; dnvthird gradesecveo.5 eotinds bassfumes Lad voadd VE visu) arent 
B youaom ,esbrort wilyacs, resitade natinateavifi pabiovw Slo te visdesm ne 
Thes percenteges ofs pupids,in.: the; program obtaining: scoresowhich? placed: s 15 
them in: the? third.stanine- or: above increased: during . thé? program ,:as:-easuredi- | 
by the Stanford Reading Test (Primary I in first grade, Primary II in secohdyz: 
and third grade), and by the California Reading Test (Upper Primary). 
Tables8* ‘| Summarizes. these:dnereases. +fhel numbers: tested: each’ year! changed 
slightly, ;butithete is. no:evidences.that: attrition: from or ad ‘itdonztouthe.? bor 
original samples was of pupils different: from those-origimally;enterding: bison 
the program. 
jars anfiased eis set utes ots grtab ese sd iingel ot ten eaw blido eaiv 
vataraddition tethe Stanford: Reading! Test: ‘and Ceredii ee aG5eI 
Test, the evaluator’! of the. Malabar propran used a locally: developed: Sightessbs 
Vocabulary! Testij3-the California Arithmetie! Tést ,--the: Publae Sthooils Priimaxyt 2a: » 
Intelligence Test, and the Pintner-Cunnir gan Tatedligentel Testy +" Statdeedeal ly 


significant differences were observed for the Sight Vocabulary Test. 
Sng iin geTbitt. etl. bepiverg 2tw Soe8y ar ayneto s ,TTi poijsse si 
Prosress “fh! Sra} Language ‘deveTopmetft iWos Heasived by anahysing children's 
recordea &pontanddiis language: an& the’ Language: they: lsed. during An tenviewsseie s 
These analyses showed that children: in- the program in the primary! pradesibut to 
attained higher scores on a variety of measures than baseline children, but 
the results for preschool and kiudergarten children were inconclusive. 
wos jsuisvd 


B. Other Evaluation Indices 
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The opinion of parents and community about schooling in general and 
the prograin' in- partitular-was! sought “in many ways) Questionhaites" were!) 
distributed ,' formal: and? informal interviews‘ were held, and:tonie? visits) sts econ 
were. made. ‘ ‘ Support” forthe progran-frow. parents! and: comninity* was? naintained:7 
at a very: ‘ PAgh eel i?! 7 y0% ee Aopet aus oauvede .d.0 tu gnyiiviugps sisyg s el 
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TABLE 7 ..:i 
Mean Stanford’.Reading :Stoves for Vdrious” Groups?" 
-. dn'the Maldbar Reading Program ay? bre 
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; sai’ Sof tye ps ss. tefey 2+? Mean Grade Scores on Stanford Primary I 
3 eis ort ee oN Word. Readin Para. Meanin Total Reading 


First ‘grade baseliné*-°- oS reser Haw 
group (1966) ; 139 «143 eek Oe ee ea) Mer 


First. grade group;in =o ae 
program in first grade ~~ 
only 106 1.4% eg OE 


First grade group in na’ ht 
programin préséhdol,. «+i4 ee 
kindergarten, first 
grade 19 1.6% YIRIGR . gai bsal Opegay a? 
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: All first, graders in an a 
program “1450 1.5% 1.6% L.5% 


Second grade baseline Beare oe is 
group -(1966) °. ~ ".2s721L + -°1.6 c 1.7 yatitis howe! 
adolf Tote oe 
Second grade group 
in’program in first ~ ~~ - 
and second grade 59 2.0% 1.9% 1.9% 


Third grade baseline 
group (1966) 112 2.0 1.9 Liggbis 
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TABLE 8 


Percentage of Pupils Scoring in Third Stanine . 
and Above in Reading, Malabar Reading Program 


Percentage of pupils in third 
stanine and above 


Grade May 1966 May 1967 May 1968 May 1969 


3 1.2 41.7 55.3 
N=139 N=131 N-120 9 -N=114 


bled 


725 21. 


Stanford Reading, Primary , 
II 2 14.5 12.4 25.4 » . 42,3 
N=121 N=125 Nsli5 =; N#130 - 


Stanford Reading, Primary js 
Il, Total 3 27.5 28.2 34.3 56.1 
N=112 | Ne117 N=108 -N=123 


California Reading, oe ee i ’ 
Upper Primary - 3 36.3 48.7 69.2 5 ea £ 
N=114 N=117 N=110 


Budget 2 ore i. 


: The main source of support for this program was the U.S. Office of 

: Education, which provided $350,000 over 3 years under Title IV of the ~ 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 1965. These funds were uséd for 

i the salaries of two preschool teachers specially hired for the program, 

: and of the research staff. The expenditure representéd $250-300 per pupil. 

The. regular teachers at the school, paid -by the. district, bécame part ‘-~ 

of the program in due course. Equipment and. materials were paid for:.out of 
the regular school budget. 


It would be fair to say that some of the research costs were developmeat 
costs which would not recur on replication of the program. Other research 
costs were for evaluation. 
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Modifications and Suggestions 


The program directors suggest that three components should be added: 
more in-service training, after-school bilingual activities, ard extension 
of the program to pupils in grades four through six and in non-public 
schools. The in-service training would emphasize both the philosophy and ia 
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the techniques-employed; the after-school activities would extend the. 


...8chool day and offer more opportunities for instruction in Mexicar culture - 


and. language; and Mexican-American pupils in nonpublic schools would 
learn to read better. 
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